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                          September 13, 2023

                        
              
                Dignify Therapeutics Acquires Development Rights to Drug Candidate

              
            

            
              
                 Dignify Therapeutics, a pharmaceutical and medical device development company in Research Triangle Park focused on restoring bowel and bladder control for elderly and neurologically impaired people, has added a new compound to its product pipeline.
The company has signed an in-licensing agreement with Aayam Therapeutics of San Jose, Calif., to develop Aayam’s ATX-003, a compound for on-demand defecation, and related proprietary molecules.  
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                          September 12, 2023

                        
              
                TARGAN celebrates new Raleigh headquarters

              
            

            
              
                 TARGAN, Inc., a biotechnology systems and animal ag-tech company dedicated to improving agriculture through targeted applications of cutting-edge technologies, celebrated the official opening of its new Raleigh-based headquarters. TARGAN is the first company of its kind to be based in the Raleigh city limits.
The event not only marked a significant milestone for TARGAN but also brought attention to the region’s ongoing growth in the life sciences industry.
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                          September 11, 2023

                        
              
                NC State’s Integrative Life Sciences Initiative and Building Support Future STEM Workforce

              
            

            
              
                 North Carolina is home to some of the world’s leading life sciences companies, renowned research universities, and workforce development programs to support growing demand for STEM-trained employees. North Carolina State University’s latest project, the Integrative Sciences Initiative and Building, highlights a key strength of the state’s life sciences ecosystem: an understanding of the convergence of disciplines at the heart of life sciences innovation.
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                          September 8, 2023

                        
              
                Levee Medical Raises Funds for Device to Improve Prostate Surgery Outcomes

              
            

            
              
                 Durham-based Levee Medical has gotten additional financial backing for its first product to improve patient outcomes after prostate surgery.  
The medical device startup announced that it has raised $4.3 million in oversubscribed funds that will be used to advance its Voro Urologic Scaffold. The investigational product is currently the only bioabsorbable implant to treat urinary incontinence following the surgical removal of the prostate gland.  
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                          September 7, 2023

                        
              
                Biofidelity Introduces Novel Lung Cancer Assay for Precision Medicine

              
            

            
              
                 Biofidelity, a British genomic technology company with U.S. headquarters in Morrisville, has commercially launched a novel assay to guide the treatment of non-small cell lung cancer in U.S. patients.
The assay, called ASPYRE-Lung, simplifies and accelerates the detection of biomarkers for lung cancer, enabling clinicians to determine which treatment is best for each patient at a lower cost than current RNA and DNA sequencing tests, and in days instead of weeks, the company said in a news release.
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                          September 6, 2023

                        
              
                Cell Microsystems Strengthens Suite of Products with Acquisition of West Coast Company

              
            

            
              
                 Cell Microsystems recently announced its acquisition of Oakland, California-based Fluxion Biosciences, a developer of automated patch clamp technology and cell-based assay tools. The Durham-based company acquired Fluxion to complement its CellRaft technology for cell biology research.
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                          August 24, 2023

                        
              
                Zoetis Opens New R&D Facility in Research Triangle

              
            

            
              
                 Zoetis celebrated Thursday the official opening of its new 78,000-square-foot building in Durham dedicated to diagnostics and biodevices research and development (R&D) to meet the needs of veterinarians, livestock farmers and pet owners.
North Carolina Secretary of Commerce Machelle Baker Sanders and State Rep. Zack Hawkins joined Zoetis CEO Kristin Peck and other company officials and employees at the ribbon-cutting ceremony in front of the new facility. North Carolina State University’s College of Agriculture & Life Sciences also had representatives at the event.
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                          August 22, 2023

                        
              
                Innatrix Raising Funds With Goal of Launching Its First Biopesticide in 2026

              
            

            
              
                 Biopesticide startup Innatrix is on a quest to develop environmentally friendly products to control crop diseases and pests.
The Research Triangle Park-based business hopes to secure $3 million in equity financing by the end of 2023 to support those efforts. Included in the mix are field trials, product manufacturing, a regulatory package submission and the expansion of its small staff. 
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                          August 21, 2023

                        
              
                NCBiotech Awards $2.75 Million in Grants, Loans in Latest Quarter

              
            

            
              
                 The North Carolina Biotechnology Center awarded 31 grants and loans totaling $2,764,811 to universities, life sciences companies and non-profit organizations in the fourth quarter of its fiscal year.
The awards, made in April, May and June, will support bioscience research, technology commercialization and entrepreneurship throughout North Carolina. The funding will also help universities and companies attract follow-on funding from other sources.

               

             

          

           
             
               Read more »
             
           

         



  


  

    
    
    
          
            
                                [image: Precision Biosciences logo]


                          

                          August 17, 2023

                        
              
                Precision BioSciences Reaches Big Licensing Deal With Imugene

              
            

            
              
                 Precision BioSciences has the need for speed.
Less than a month after the Durham-based clinical-stage gene editing company announced plans to look for strategic partners for its cell therapy assets, Precision has found one. It has reached a deal – potentially worth hundreds of millions of dollars – with Imugene Limited for the global rights to its lead allogeneic CAR T candidate, Azercabtagene Zapreleucel (azer-cel).
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                          August 16, 2023

                        
              
                NCBiotech grantees translate basic research into new pain treatment

              
            

            
              
                 Due to the continuing opioid epidemic, health care providers are often hesitant to prescribe opioid medications such as morphine, especially at high doses. This has left some patients with few options for treating severe pain.
“Even though pain relief is a multibillion-dollar industry, there haven’t been a lot of new pain medicines developed that aren't some kind of opioid derivative,” said Kori Brewer, Ph.D., professor at East Carolina University’s Brody School of Medicine. “And for some patients, even opioids don’t provide relief.” 
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                          August 15, 2023

                        
              
                ValanBio Developing New Synthetic Antibiotic to Treat Urinary Tract Infections

              
            

            
              
                 It’s often said that success doesn’t happen overnight.
Consider Durham-based anti-infectives startup ValanBio Therapeutics. The journey that led to the development of its new synthetic antibiotic technology – LPC-233 – began about 40 years ago. And it isn’t over yet.

               

             

          

           
             
               Read more »
             
           

         



  


  

    
    
    
          
            
                                [image: Clinetic logo]


                          

                          August 9, 2023

                        
              
                Durham-Based Clinetic Lands Series A Financing Round

              
            

            
              
                 Durham health technology startup Clinetic has secured a Series A round of financing that the company said would accelerate its work in clinical trials technology and patient recruitment.
Sopris Capital, a Colorado-based venture capital firm with investments in health tech, led the round, announced Tuesday. Financial terms weren’t disclosed.
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                          August 8, 2023

                        
              
                Cessation Therapeutics to Begin Clinical Trial of Antibody to Prevent Fentanyl Overdose

              
            

            
              
                 The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has authorized Chapel Hill-based Cessation Therapeutics to begin a clinical trial on CSX-1004. The monoclonal antibody is designed to prevent fentanyl overdoses. The FDA’s action paves the way for the company to conduct its first clinical trials on humans. 
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                          August 4, 2023

                        
              
                First in Talent Progress Highlighted at Commerce Townhall

              
            

            
              
                 The mood was upbeat as North Carolina Department of Commerce Secretary Machelle Baker Sanders opened the state’s First in Talent Townhall on July 27, just two weeks after CNBC named the Tar Heel State the country’s top state for business—for the second year in a row. Sanders also serves on the North Carolina Biotechnology Center’s Board of Directors. 
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